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“The Devil tempts us to clestrog our Faith) but
God tests us to develop our Faith, because a
faith that can’t be tested can’t be trusted. False
faith withers in times of trial, but true faith takes

Aeeper root, grows, and brings glorg to God.”

—Warren W. Wiersbe
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Daniel A
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- Mang scholars speculate that the events in Chapter:
3, happened 20 Yyears or so atter the events of '

b aih

cha[:)ter 2

.« this would Put Daniel and his friends somewhere
{

around ear19 4QO’s
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Dan ICI 5 .1
* King Nebuchadnezzar made a %olcl statue ﬂiﬂetg feet tall and nine

; feet wide and set it up on the p ain of Dura in the Province of Babglon

] ;, ;

.« Nebuchadnezzar the king made an imagc of golcl, whose height was |
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up E

in the Plain of Dura, in the Province of Babylon.

e e Ay b S 3 e SO it

* ;swas ALL golci — he Plannecl ON NO SUCCESSOrs

o 60 cubits x 6 cubits

S S PR

s 6 =number of man; ALWAYS falls short of God’s Pemcect
number
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» man will NEVER be greater than God |
. 666
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Daniel A.2-%

o 2 Then he sent messages to the high officers,

ey , ,
officials, governors, advisers, treasurers, Juclges,
magjstrates, and all the Provincial officials to come

to the dedication of the statue he had set up. 35 S0

a” these oﬁqcia s came and stood bemcore the statue

Klﬂg Nebuchac NnczZzZar hacl set UP.




» formal invitation — for everyone, obligatory)
requirecl

f + Daniel’s rivals set this up with the intent to
 overthrow these Jewish men

* whg?

| o jealousy because of what was given to them in
chapter 74
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«+ this whole thing was a set Uj) ]33 ossiblg the

same men that Daniel saved in Ch. 2
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« this was for the “nations’

° notjust Babylon proper, but all of the
surrouncling nations — other areas of the

Babglonian empire

* up to H00.000) People that would attend
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- Nebuchadnezzar made this decree

(
i
!

i iFgou didr’t fall down and worslﬁil:), you would be i ‘
| burned to death in the same hour

+ he had his own hell

1

1 * hHe thought he was Gocl; he was known as the
f

King of kings




§0 thls was not a Polltlcal meetmg

* twas a religious service

* Comple‘ce with music

P e, T AREEN s

+ it involved “wors]*:ippers” — “worship” is used at least 11
times in the passage |

| » music stirs the emotions and makes it easy to manipulate
and win submission and obedience

* music strengtlﬁens nationalism, motivates conquest and
insl:)ires People toact

* music gril:)s human’s thougl’xts and emotions

* is the music we listen to healthg or does it drive us away
from God?

¢
./

s - i i it PR——— o




A el i &2 L S g

Daniel 5:4-7

'+ 4 Then a herald shouted out, “Peop e of all races and

nations and languages, listen to the KINg’s command! |
5 When you hear the sound of the hom) ﬂute, zither) lgrcj
harpj Pipes, and other musical instruments, bowtothe
grouncl to worslﬂip King Nebuchadnezzar’s golcl statue. &
6 Anyone who refuses to obeg will immecliate|9 be thrown
into a blazing Fumace.’? So at the sound of the musical
instruments, all the People, whatever their race or nation
Or |anguage) bowed to the grouncl and worshiped the
golcl statue that Kiﬂg Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
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+ the on Yy person who could remain stancling was

Nebuchadnezzar
{
i
i

 « however, there were three others that would E

remain s’tancliﬂgJ as well

e T PN PR SIC X e W S C SR S

o this takes extreme courage

i gt sty s il - o b e

+ when you need courage to stand for what’s right |
just think of Shadrac, Mechach and Abednego
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|
+ this was the king’s men that did this

f < theg were trging to clestrog them
w the herald didn’t give a choice

+ he said it was either bow down or die

1
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o the superstitious People didr’t think twice about
it, they just did it
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. we all have faith (Rom. 12:3)

o ditference between the true believer and the

unbeliever isn’t the presence of faith : but the objec’t |

S

of that faith

o the crowd believed the heralcl, and therefore
obegecl

o the three Hebrew men believed the commandment

of God: 50 theg disobeyecl

o the crowd had a credulous, believe angthing type
of faith

o the three Hebrews had a confident faith
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%0 there were thousands of Jewish exiles in Babglon, and theg were

rePresentecl bg Slﬁacﬂracl’x, Meshach and Abe&nego

« if these three men bowed down to the iclol, all the Jews were

; involved

*,}\ |
0 it’s easy to say that “everPone IS c:loing it” and there are certain
' things you have to do to live

i
|

, ) these men were not about to argue themselves out OF
obedience to God

* theg remembered one word — Exodus 204-5 — 4 Thou shalt
not make unto thee any graven image, or any ikeness of any
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth. 5 Thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them) nor serve them: for | the Lord thg God
am ajea?

o g~ e iy G S - i
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ous God




Daniel 5:342

+ 8 But some of the astrologers went to the king and informed
. on the Jews. 9 *”heg said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “Long
- live the kingl 10 You issued a decree rec]uirin all the People
| [O bow down and Worshil:) the golcl statue when ’meg hear
" the sound of the hom, ﬂutej zither, |3r<=:, harP, Pioes, and
other musical instruments. 1l That decree also states that

1 those who refuse to obeg must be thrown into a Dlazing
furnace. 12 But there are some Jews—Shadrach, Meshach,
; and Abednego~—~whom you have Put In charge of the |
Province of Babglon. Theg pay no attention to you, Your
; Majestg. Theg refuse to serve your gods and do not
Worship the golcl statue you have set uP.”
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« thisis a set D tl’ucy knew the on|9 way to get rid |
of them was to get them to bow down to an image —

theg Put this idea in the king’s head

R AR -

+ the accusation: i
© tlﬁcy give no heed to your decree

< theg do not Worship your image

PR et il R T el S 3 s

© theg give no service to your gocls

i AP gt e gL s s Sl . % 5 tir 8

+ this was an attack on Nebuchadnezzar’s Pricle

* S0, he gets mad
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+ these three men stood tall cluring this time of

“worship” of Nebuchadnezzar

* theg remembered Isaiah 4%:2 — When thou *
Passest througlﬂ the waters, | will be with thec; |

and through the rivers, they shall not overflow
thee: when thou walkest through the ﬁre, thou

shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle 'i
upon thee. |




Warren W. Wiersbe

* True faith obegs the Lord and trusts Him to work out the

Consequences T’]CSG three Jewish men knew the law of

God...Once the Lord has sPol«in on a matter, the matter is

settled and there’s no room for discussion or need for
comPromise. To bow before the image even once, no matter |
what excuse theg might gjve, would have destroyecl their
witness and broken their ge”owshil:) with God. . .SHaGlrach,
Meshach, and Abeclnego would not bow down to the

go den image even once because it would lead to serving

Nebuchadnezzar’s false gocls for the rest of their lives.
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Daniel %:15-18

e 15 Then Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage and ordered that
- Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brouglﬂt before L
him. When theg were brought in, 14 Nebuchadnezzar said to
them, “Is it true, Slﬂaclrach, Meslﬁaclﬂ, and Abeclnego, that

you refuse to serve my gods OF £O Worship the golci statue |

have set uP? 15 will give you one more chance to bow down |

and worship the statue |

I’]BVC made Wl"léﬂ HOU hear thé

sound of the musical instruments. But if you refuse, you

will be thrown immediate

then what gocl will be ab

Yy into the Hazing furnace. And

e to rescue you from my Power?”

ot GRS i T Bl e L R e o et 7 T ————-
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Daniel 5:.15-18

'« 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego repliecL )

Nebuchac

nezzar, we do not need to defend

ou FSCIVCS J

before you. 7 If we are thrown into the

blazing Fumace) the God whom we serve is able to

save us. H

e will rescue us from your power, Your

Majestg. 18 But even if he doesn’t, we want to make

it clear to you, Your Majest% that we will never serve

HOUF gOClS

»

UP.

or worshil:) the golcl statue you have set

ot GRS i T Bl e L R e o e - - o e




o Nebuchadnezzar gave them a second chance — he
had some kind of favor with them

- however, Nebuchadnezzar cha”enges their God bﬂ

i

‘ asking what their God could do for them if thcg
didn’t bow down

° tlﬁeg rePliecl calmlg

‘ « Jesus said that when we’re before kings anc |
3 ZOVErnors and don’t know what to say His Folg
SPiri‘c will give us the words

* He gave them the words here!
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+ notice what Nebuchadnezzar asks them in 515 —

, And then what god will be able to rescue you from

!

>
mg POWCT’ :

0 he had obwouslg Forgotten what he himself said in |
1 247 — “Trulg your God is the greatest of gocls the

; j._.OI”Cl OovVer klﬂgﬁ d FCVCB!CT’ O]C m}jStCFICS ]COT' 90U
!
1

have been able to reveal this secret.”

S




; v. 16 — “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to
 defend ourselves before you.

v
i

s “We don’t need to defend ourselves or our Gocl) for
our God will defend both Himself and us” ‘

L it i

- - theg weren’t worried

© ourjob s to obeg and trust Him and He will do
the rest

L T N S Ll i

o Sl & S aign s>

o Isaiah 12:2 — Behold, God is my salvation; | will
trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is

{ my strength ancl my song; he also 1S become my
salvation.

ot GRS i T Bl e L R e o et 7 T ————-




! . theg spoke with faith

* theg didr’t affirm that God would deliver them; that would have been

Presumption
| ; ,
; ] theg weren’t sure of God’s will for them at the time

e instead, theg stated that their God was able to deliver them, but even if He
g clidn’t, they still wouldnt bow down before the king’s golden image

Rt o s o Dvv N ————

|* we don’t make Promises to God to “Persuacle” Him to do something forus

i

)
3
;
|
1
:
i
)

: » Daniel and his three friends decided from the very beginning theg would be
- different in this Foreign land

» that’s not belie\/ing God, that’s bargaining with God

8 fre Faith comcesses the Lorcl ancl obeys Him regarc”ess O]C the

COHSCqU€ﬂC€S




-%
|

« these were men of tremendous faith

. ’t]’leﬂ spoke three of the most incredible words inthe |
i “butitnot. .. |

® O say these three words rec]uires incredible faith

* * t‘ﬁey were going to do what was right — no matter

|
the outcome

o e i by s Simbibiibo - Lohn

« our faith in God is not clel:)enclent on Him cloing

B it i < agphig

angthing for us; we simplg trust Him and obeg Him

S aRaioL o - - —— e
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o God delivered these men from the flames but

tl’]éf’é have been many other times with God

hasn’t delivered His People from the flames

S Wh9'7
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+ Hebrews 1 — Hall of Faith

s Heb 1:55-5%4 — Who through faith subdued

Kiﬂgcloms, wrought righteousness, obtained

Dromises, stol:)l:)ecl the mouths of

ions. 34 Quenched the violence of ﬁre, escapecl

the edge of the sworcl, out of weakness were

made strong, waxed valiant in ﬁght, turned to
ﬂight the armies of the aliens

]



% But in Hebrews 11:36 — And others had trial of cruel mockings
- and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:

97 They were stoned, theg were sawn asuncler, were tempte&,
L were sf(zjain with the sword: theg wandered about in sheepskins
| and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of :
" whom the world was not Worthgz) theg wandered in cleserts, and
in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And these
all, lﬂa\/ing obtained a goocl report through faith, received not
the Promise:

s as it reads, God didn’t answer for these as He did for the
those in the first 35 verses

‘ o these three Hebrew men believed that God could deliver
; them, but tlﬁeg would trust Him even if He didn’t

il de b g e st s St . 3 55 0

o thisis how faith is suPPosed to work in our lives

i - - —————— —— —_— —— -
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i* In Hebrews 11:34, some escal:)ed the e&ge of the sword and in 11:36 some were |

killed bg the eclgc of the sword

*» we have to have both kinds of faith — faith to live for Him and faith to die |

; for Him
; :

SETRP S B ye U

o which faith is greater? |
|

;
( * there are moments when God tells us to have faith to be cleliverecl) and
; there are other times when He wants us to trust Him to deliver us bg a

ditferent way

|

i’ the Bible says of those that died 139 the ecige of the sword that the world
wasn’t worthg of them

}’ Job said (1%:15), “Tﬂougb he slay me, yet will I trust in him”

2

3
]

« these three said that God was able, and whether He does or does not
save them theg will continue to trust in Him and not bow down to anyone
else ;




§~ Habakkuk 1:1 — How |ong O Lord, must | call for help’:’
. But you do not listen!

o Habakkuk 5:17-19 — 17 Altlnough the ﬁg tree shall not

blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour

of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall 9i<~:lcl no meat;
the flock shall be cut off from the fo cl, and there shall |
1 be no herd in the stalls: 18 Yet I will rc-joice in the Lorcl, |

| wi”jog in the God of my salvation. 19 The Lord God is |

1

my strengtlﬂ, and he will make my feet like hinds' Feet,

| and he will make me to walk upon mine Higﬂ Places. 0

the chief singer on my stringecl instruments.

e - - ——— —
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i* 19 Nebuchadnezzar was so furious with Slﬂaclrach) Meshac g

i g e Aty s b - L ki A

Daniel 3:19-22

and Abecﬂnego that his face became distorted with rage. He
commanded tl’wat the furnace be heated seven times hotter
than usual. 20 Then he ordered some of the strongest men of
his army to bind SHaAraclﬂ, Meshac]*:) and Abednego and f
throw them into the blaziﬂg furnace. 21 So theg tied them up

and threw them into the furnace, gu”g dressed in their pants,

turbans, robes, and other garments. 22 And because the

kingj in his anger, had demanded such a hot fire in the |
Fumace, the flames killed the soldiers as tlﬂeg threw the three

men in.

? GRS i T Bl e L R e o et 7 T ————-
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950 5
tied, fel

Daniel %:23-25

hadrach, Meshach, and Abeclncgo, securelg .
into the roaring flames. 24 But suclclenly, "

Nebuchaclnezzarjumpecl up in amazement and

exclaimed to his advisers, “Didn’t we tie up three men

~

and throw them into the furnace?’ “Nes Vol

, We certainlg did,” ’cheﬂ rePliccl. 25 “Look!?

Mag)est .
Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four merl, unbouncl, |

walkin

around in the fire unharmed! Ancl the 1Court|1

- looks ikeagocll”
{

? GRS i T Bl e L R e o et 7 T ————-
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A Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and in Iosing his temper heated up the

furnace 7 times more
; o ifhe rea“g wanted to torture them he would have cooled it down
|

- he lost some of his best soldiers

o their ropes burned ot

- -~ Rt o s o Dvv N ————
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* nothing else burned
* no scorched hair

® B[O sme” O]C smoke

B N e P e WP

-

» remember what Isaiah said, “when thou walkest through the ﬁre,

thou shalt not be bumecl; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee” r

§
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» Nebuchadnezzar saw four men Walking around in the furnace

*» “son of the gocls”

sy sl s i

* may have been an angel; may have been Christ (much

debate here) |

* Joshua b — we know that a man aPPearch before

Joshua before he took Jericho and Joshua cha”engecl
him

2 the man tolcl him to ta|<c his shoes Og and e a”ows

| Himself to be worshiPPecl — quite Possib Yy Christ in
the OT (thcmphang}




Daniel 3:26-27

+ 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could

2
¥
¥

i

i

to the door of the ﬂaming furnace and shouted:
“Shacirach Meshach, and Abednego, servants of
the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So
Shaclrach) Meshach, and /—\beclnego ste Pecl out of
the fire. 27 Then the high officers, o{;ﬁciai,
governors, and advisers crowded around them and
saw that the fire had not touched them. Not a hair
on their heads was singeci, and their clothing was
not scorched. Theﬂ didn’t even smell of smoke!

et GRS i T Bl e L R e o - = D e



Daniel 3:28-29

'+ 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar saicl, “Praise to the God of

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednegol He sent his angel to
rescue his servants who trusted in him. Theg defied the |
king’s command and were Wi”ing to die rather than serve or
worshil:) any gocl except their own God. 29 Therefore, |
make this decree: If any People) whatever their race or
nation or language) sl:)eak a word against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abe&ncgo, theg will be torn limb }

from limb, and their houses will be turned into neaps of

rubble. There is no other gocl who can rescue like this!”

e - - ——— —
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Daniel %:350

o Thenthe king Promotecl S

haclrach, Meshaclﬂ,

and Abeclnego to even hig‘qc—:r Positions in the

Province of Babylon.




o this storg is in the Bible to encourage God’s People in their
. battles against the worlcl, the flesh and the devil

S

i; * ’CI’ICSC tl’wree men sent a strong message to their People In %

Babglon: Jehovah God is still on the throne, He hasrt forsaken
us and He will one clag Fulfill His promises to His PCOPIC =;

s as we move toward the end of the age, the furnace of

oPPosition will be heated much hotter and the pressure to
conform will be stronger. The book of Daniel is a great source

of encouragement, because it reminds us that God cares for His

People and honors them when theg are true to Him (1 Sam 2:30)

.f
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This is the image of a man
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The number 6 is alwags the

number O{: man
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L’)abglonians
Medes/Persians

Greece

. Rome

Sial

slam/ C]fwristianitg
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6 is man’s number
7 is God’s number

Daniel 2:34-35 — 34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut
out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that |
were of iron and clag, and brake them to Pieces.

35 Then was the iron, the clag, the brass, the silver, and the
golcl, broken to Pieces together, and became like the chaff

Rt o s o Dvv N ————

of the summer threshingﬂoors; and the wind carried them
away, that no Place was found for them: and the stone that
smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the

whole earth.

Daniel 2:44 — 44 And in the clags of these kings shall the
God of heaven set up a kingclom, which shall never be
clestrogecl: and the kingclom shall not be left to other

Peoplc, but it shall break in Pieces and consume all these

kingcloms, and it shall stand for ever.
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The three main religions of the world
can be traced back to Abraham:
Judaism
' Christianity

Islam

'* How iong s a generation In the Bible?

i

e in g e At > it - L ol o r .

e From the time the covenant was given to Abraham to Christ is 2160
years.

e Matthew reveals there are 42 generations from Abraham to Christ

o 2160/42 =51.4285714 years
e Daniel 3:1 — size of statue is 60 x 6 cubits = 360

e 350/7 = 514285714 — confirmation!!!




