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Daniel 4

Pride Before Destruction
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Proverbs 16:18

+ the remarkable thmg we'll see in this chapter 's Nebuchadnezzar

'« Pride goeth before destruction, and an haug]qtg SPirit Laf o |

.
{
[
.

openlg aclmlttmg his Prlcle his temporary msamtg and his beas’clg

bCl’WBV!Of’

. then) he gives glorg to the God of Israel for his recovery




Daniel 4-.1-%

+ Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all People, nations, and

languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multipliecl unto
you. 2 l thought it goocl to shew the signs and wonders that the
high God hath wrought toward me. 5 How great are his signsl and
how mighty are his wonders! his kingclom 1S an e\/erlas’ting

kingclom) and his dominion is from generation to generation.




- this doesn’t sound like the Nebuchadnezzar of Chapters -5

- -“\“huu" &

f o this Chapter s written bg him for the known world

o he had this letter sent out among, the nation to be clisplaged

for all to read

o this pagan kiﬂg had discovered the real, living God

o this didn’t come easy for this king




Danie 4’:4'~7

 « 4| Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and ﬂourishing in my Palace:
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* 5)sawa dream which made me aFraicL and the thoughts upon my bed and

the visions of my head troubled me.

o 6 Theretore made 1 a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babﬂlon before

me, that theg might make known unto me the interpretation of the dream.

s 7 Then came in the magjcians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the

soothsagem: and I told the dream before them; but theg did not make

known unto me the interpretation thereof.




- many believe this happenecl 20-50 years atter chaPter 5

P -“&“Mhm.& i . .

"« this was a time of peace and securitg for Nebuchadnezzar

:

» he’s now admiring “his” kingclom that “he” established. mar\dng

himself as the builder of “Babglon the great” and the architect
of its peace and Prosperitg

e | “

o he will soon learn that all these things were Permittecl bﬂ the
One, ITrue God
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» he had a second dream
o (2:3) his first dream troubled him

o (4:5) his second dream terrified him




Daniel 4:8-9

« 8 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name
was Belteshazzar, accorcling to the name of m GOCL and

in whom is the spirit of the holg gocls: and before him | told
the dream, saging)

*» 90 Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because !
know that the spirit of the hol gocls 1S 1N theej and no
secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that
| have seen, and the interl:)retation thereof.
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"« notice he called him “Daniel” instead of Belteshazzar

i
e "‘“‘-‘““'Q&", G

o there had to have been some kind of special relationship
between Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar (going back to Ch 2 when
Daniel interpretecl the dream)

o he called all of his “wise” men but theg couldn’t help

+ the wisdom of this world is futile and onlg God can give a true
unclerstancling of the future
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Daniel 4:10-12

« 10 Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed: | saw, and

behold a tree in the midst of the ear’thj and the height thereof

was great.

o 11 The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached
unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth:




Daniel 4:10-12

12 The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and
in it was meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under

it and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the bouglﬁs thereo{ and
all flesh was fed of it.
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Daniel 4’:1546
« 13| saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and. behold, a

watcher ancl all hOlg Oonc cac ClOWﬂ 1Crom hea\/en;

s 14 He cried aloucl, and said thus, Hew down the ree and cut
ot his branches, shake off his leaves) and scatter his fruit: let
the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his

]:)ra ﬂCl"lCS:
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Daniel 4’:]546

« 15 Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the carth, even
with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field;
and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his Portion be
with the beasts in the grass of the earth:

« 16 Let his heart be changecl from man's, and let a beast's heart

be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him.




Daniel 4’:]743

17 This matter is bg the decree of the watchers, and the
demand 133 the word of the lﬁolg ones: to the intent that the
living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingclom of

men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over
it the basest of men.




Daniel 4:17-18

« 18 This dream | king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O
Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch
as all the wise men of my kingclom are not able to make known

unto me the interl:)retation: but thou art able; for the sl:)irit of
the holg gocls s in thee.
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o Daniel is the “master of the magicians” or the “chief of the

magicians”

« he was brought In seParatelfj) more than likelg N a sPecial

Place since he was Placecl In high authoritg

o the king recognizecl that the “spirit of the gocls” was in
Daniel and had gi\/en him remarkable wisdom and insight
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-« the kiﬂg described his dream to Daniel in great detail

i
e "‘“‘-‘““'Q&", G .

+ itwas a huge tree that supplies evergone’s needs) but it’s being
cut clown

:
¢

« the dream changes from an idiom to Personal, which we can see asi
we read it ’

o this tree rel:)resents a person

o v.16 — Let @ heart be Changecl from man's, and let a beast's
heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him
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® ‘himes’ = year
o this was the Aramaic way of saging “seven 9@8:’5”

o v. 7 — This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the
demand ]:)E the word of the holg ones: to the intent that the
living maj) now that the most High ruleth in the kinedom of

men, an gi\/eth it to whomsoever he wi”) and settet up over it
the basest of men

« this is the keg to the whole chapter — to make known Who is
rea”g In charge — Jehovah God — we’ve all been guiltg of
Forgetting He’s in charge bﬂ our doubt and ingratitucle
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Daniel 4’:]9

"« 19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for
one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The king spal«:) and
said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation
thereoﬁ trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and saicL Mg loch,
the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation

thereof to thine enemies.
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+ Nebuchadnezzar noticed in Daniel’s countenance that something
was wrong,

3 e 5 -mb\.lnu..%". L s

i Daniel’s thouglﬁts were troubled because he saw what was ahead '

:

for this monarch

+ he told Daniel to be ulmcront and honest; not holcling angthing
- back

s : , ; , , :
| * Daniel basnca”g was saying, | wish this dream was against your
. enemies and not against you.”
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Daniel 4:20-22

'« 20 The tree that thou sawest, which CIgre\»\/, and was strong, whose

height reached unto the hea\/en) and the sight thereof to all the earth; ‘

g

'« 21 Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was

meat for a”; under which the beasts of the field dwclt) and upon whose i,
branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: |

o 22 lt1s thou, O king, that art EFOWH and become strong: for thg

%:eatness 5 grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to
the end of the earth.
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Daniel 4’:7.5

'« 2% And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holg one coming,

down from hea\/en, and saging, Hew the tree clown, and destrog lt,
yet leave the stuml:) of the roots thereof in the earth, evenwitha
band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field: and let it
be wet with the dew of hea\/en, and let his Portion be with the

beasts of the ﬁeld) till seven times pass over him;
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'« Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar years before that he was the head

of golcl in the other dream

+ now he announces to him that he is the tree

T e i e o i T



 Trees in the Bible
- sgmbols of Political authority such as:
. kings
+ nations
. empires

o (Ezek 17, 31: Hos 14; Zech 11:1-2; Luke 23:31)
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+ [twas bg God’s decree that Nebuchadnezzar be the man he

was and build the emplre he had built that reached “to the end
of the earth” (Dan 4:22)

» strong, great kingdom

+ Nebuchadnezzar was taldng the credit for these achievements

and was in great danger because his heart was full of Pricle

i
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+ Nebuchadnezzar was very Forget?ul

o — -“\“h.'&' i

£ he witnessed the Preservation of the three Hebrew men in the
ﬁerg furnace and the power of their God

S he witnessecl the power OF Gocl to re\/eal clreams ancl give
i nterl:)retations

* NOW, he’s going to have an encounter with this One, True God

and receive severe cliscipline from His hand




Daniel 4:24-26
E s )4 This is the interprctation, O |<ingJ and this is the decree of the most
ngh, which is come upon my lord the king:

;
:

'« 25 That theg shall drive thee from men, and thg clwe”ing shall be with the
beasts of the ﬁeld) and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and theg

shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee,
till thou know that the most Higlﬂ ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it
to whomsoever he will.

« 26 And whereas they commanded to leave the stuml:) of the tree roots; thg
| kingclom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the

l’\@BVCﬂS ClO FU!C.
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« the cuttmg down of the tree sgmbollzecl Nebuchadnezzar’s

chsgrace and removal from the throne but the leavmg of the stump '

meant he WOUH one clag return to thls throne

+ he was going to be cut down, but not dead

o hewas going to be in the fields with the beasts and he would be
wet }33 the dew at night for 7 years

i
-
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. God’s lesson for Nebuchadnezzar and for us

o God alone is sovereign and will not Permit anyone to assume or
take His throne or credit for His works

+ we are the creatures and He is the Creator

* We are subjects, but He is the King of kiﬂgs

S when humans remcuse to submit themsel\/es to Gocl as creatures |

made in His image theg are in clanger of clescencling to the
level of animals
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» when God is left out of our li\/esJ we can descend to the level of
- animals

1
i

» David said in Ps H2:9 — do not be like the horse or like the mule” 'E
(NKJV) -'

« David was like the lmPulswe horse when he rushed into sin wnth
Bathsheba and he was like the stubborn mule when he delaged
comcessmg his sins and repentmg (2 Sam 11-12)




Daniel 4’:27

{
i
:

{ o 27 Wherefore, O king, et my counsel be acceptable unto thee,
and break off thg sins bﬂ righteousness) and thine iniquities bg
| shewing mercy to the POOT; it it may be a leng’chening of thg
tranqui”itg.




'« Daniel Pleacls with him to do what was rig}wt, to rePent and get
" right with God

;
:

+ Daniel was te”ing him what was going to happen but he ALSO

told him what he needs to do now — we need to do this as the
church of God

0 when we hear and understand the Word of God but do not obeg it
f then we deceive ourselves into thinking we've grown sPiritua“g but
L inall realitg we’ve moved backwards

s
.‘




James 1:122-2/

30 22 But clon’tjust listen to God’s word. You must do what it says.

 Otherwise, you are onlg foolin 3ourselves. 2% For it you listen to ‘.
the word and dor’t obey, it is like lancing at your face in a mirror.
2t You sec 9ourse|1c) walk away, and forget what you look like.
25 But it you look careicullg into the Per{'gect law that sets you free, |

; and i qou do what it szcalys and don’t Forget what you heard, then
' God will bless you for oing it.




James 1:122-27

. 26 I you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue,

you are Fooling 9ourse|£ and your religion 's worthless. 27 Pure
and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring

for orl:)lﬁans and widows in their distress and r@Cusing to let the

worlcl corrul:)t you.

2
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-+ Jesus Is coming soon!

o William Culbertson

ey - ——

* “You do nottrulg hold the truth of the doctrine of the return of
the | ord Jesus Chrlst untll that doctrine hoHs you and mﬂuences
your manner of |xvmg as the Bible says it should”

¢
|
!

» Peter explains how Christians are to live and behave when theg

trulg believe the Lord will return:

i ..'.w"»~'-*-t~‘.,y4u~&-‘- RPN AR
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* 2 Peter 5:11-18

P




» notice how he says, °l,” ‘my,” ‘me”

o thisis clangerous because it makes Pricle take over

- omcten) it takes a fall to allow God to use us
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2 Peter 5:11-18

" H Seeing then that all these things shall be clissolvecl what manner of
Persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and goc”mess
L2 Loolqng for and has‘cmg unto the commg of the cla of Goci |
whcrem the heavens bemg on fire shall be cllssolvecl and the elements
sha” melt with fervent heat? 15 Nevertheless we, accorclmg to his
| Promlse look for new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth
rlghteousness I Wherencore belovecl seemg that ye look for such
thmgs be di llgent that ye may be Founcl of him in peace, without spot

_ ancl blameless
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2 FPeter 5:11-18 ,
15 And account that the long suttering of our Lord is salvation; even as
rour beloved brother Paul also accorfr\g to the wisdom given unto him |
" hath written unto you; 16 As also in all his epistles) spea INg In them of |
these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which ;
theﬂ that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other |
; scriptures, unto their own destruction. 17 Ye there&y)re) beloved, seeingf
ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with
' the error of the wicieclj Fall from your own stedfastness. 18 But Zrow in.
Face, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To
éim be glorg both now and for ever. Amen.

s
.‘

. iArﬁw—,m:WwW;q —— _ ~~ T S e W T T— — e —




* Daniel was ca”ing for rel:)entance

| B he wanted the klng to Change I’NS mmd acknowledge Hs sins, tum
From them and Put l"lIS Falth In the true and |1vmg God

f '« Nebuchadnezzar knew what he was supposecl to clo but Passecl
up his oPPortumt9 to submit to God

+ he made the wrong decision!
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Daniel 4’:23-50

+ 28 All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar.

-« 29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the Pa|ace of the

kingdom of Babglon.

« 30 The king spake) and said, Is not this great Babglon, that |
have built for the house of the kiﬂgclom bg the mig}ﬂ: of my

power, and for the honour of my majestg’?




Daniel 4:31-%%
* 7l While the word was in the king‘s mouth, there fell a voice from

’ heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The
kingclom S clepartecl from thee.

, %2 And theg shall drive thee from men, and thy clwe”ing shall be
* with the beasts of the field: theg shall make thee to eat grass as '
| oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the

. most High ruleth in the king&om of men, and giveth it to
< whomsoever he will.
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Daniel 4-:31-%%

* %5 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar:
and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his
boclg was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were Zrown like

eagles‘ feathers, and his nails like birds' claws.
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+ Hewas a Pricle?ul man:

o therewas a Babglon inscription bg Nebuchadnezzar found in
cuneiform tablets that reads:

[}
ity -tk gy

« |, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babﬂlon, | am the son of

NaboFolassar, King of Babglon. | who erected the Ezida
Teml:) e, | who built the Procession Street, The Street of the

dadisbos . o Lohp g e

Forgiven Son, The Street of Nebu, And Pagecl it with

shimmering stones. Nebu, you the clivining minister, grant me
immortalitg.”

e | “
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'« God hates Pricle — Prov 6:16-19; 16:5; 16:18; 1 Cor 4:6-7; Phil 2:3-4
5-8:1Tim 6:4-10, 17; James 4:15-17

R Whg does He hate Pri&e?
o it lead to Satan’s fall — Isaiah el e IS

» For thou hast said in thine heart) | will ascend into hea\/en) | will
exalt my throne above the stars of God: | will sit also upon the

| mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 | will

ascend above the heights of the clouds; 1 will be like the most
- High. (s 14:3-14)




% * God gave the king an entire year to rePent

- Pricle had gripl:)ecl his heart so much that he couldn’t submit to God

] 5 s > 3
- Ecclesiastes 8:1l — Because the sentence agamst an evil work is not

executed speeclilg) therefore the heart of the sons of men is Fu”g setin |
them to do evil. |
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o God waited Patientlg in the clags of Noah and gave the inhabitants of
the worlcl F20) years to rePent

dadisbos . o Lohp g e
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* He gave tl’lé citg O]C Jerusalem almost =S, years omc grace aFter the
religious leaders crucified their Messiah

T g |
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+ while his Pricle]cul words were still on his liPs) God spoke to him

+ this man was beastlg at heart and it was made manifest in the
ﬂesh For a” to see

« some think that he was |<el:>t behind the Palace walls not to be
seen bg the Public

+ Dan 5:21 - Then he was driven from the sons of men, his heart

was made like the beasts, and his clwe”ing was with the wild
donkegs




» remember the Pomt of this whole chapter — to glve glorg to God

and realize He is the Creator

o God chose the Jewish People to be a llght to the Gentiles but

they failed miserablg and started Practlcmg the darkness of the
pagan nations

« forthis reason, God used a pagan king to give glorg to His
name

|
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Daniel 4:34--%5

w san And at the end of the clags | Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine
eYes unto hea\/en ancl mine unclerstanclmg returned unto me, ancl
| blessed the most ngh and | Pralsed and honoured him that

liveth for ever, whose dominion is an e\/erlastmg clommlon and hls

_f klﬂgclom 1S From genera‘uon to geﬂeratlon:




Daniel 4:34-%5

L+ A5 And all the inhabitants of the earth are rePutecJ as nothiﬂg:

and he doeth accorciing to his will in the army of heaven, and

among, the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand,
or say unto him, What doest thou?




« this restoration began with the king lhcting up his eyes to God,
 which suggests both faith and submission

2
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i

ja ® 151251 — (into You | lift up my eyes, O You who dwell in the

}TCBVCI’]S.

* |sa45:22 — “|_ook to Me, and be saved, Al you ends of the
earth! For | am God, and there is no other.

ic it appears that Nebuchadnezzar experiencecl a spiritual

. conversion

.‘
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’ o the first thing Nebuchadnezzar did was he Praised the Lord

? o he acknowledgecl the sovereigntg of God

o thisis a great example of God’s sovereigntg and the man’s

responsibilitg

* NO Person IS more Free than the belie\/er who surrenclers to the

sovereign will of God




B it we ignore God’s sovereignty then we exalt man’s resPonsibilitg

3
|

and that makes man his own savior ;

.
!
£
.

o i+ we cleng FCSPOI’]SIID ||t3 then that makes man a robot wnthout
4 accountabi htg

- the Bible maintains a balance here
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Daniel 4:36-37

* 36 At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the

L}
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glorg of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto
me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and | was
established in my kingclom, and excellent majestg was added unto |
me. ‘

* 57 Now | Nebuchadnezzar Praise and extol and honour the King
of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his wagsjuclgment: and ,:
those that walk in Pricle he is able to abase.

. T D T e R T e R N S B R T e B o e > ~ e et e — ——— - R ——— e




+ he became greater than before (v 36)

» when God isn’t Permittecl to rule, He overrules and

accomplishes His divine purposes for his glorg
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« Isaiah 13:11 — < will Punish the world for its evil, And the
wicked for their iniquity; | will halt the arrogance of the
ProuclJ And will lag low the haughtiness of the terrible.

« Matthew 2%:12 — And whoever exalts himselt will be humbled.
and he who humbles himself will be exalted.




